
 
 

Google privacy part 2 
 

In a previous email blast, we talked about how Google tracks your activity any time you use a Google 

service (search, Gmail, Google Maps, etc.). In this article, we’ll take a look at how you can take charge of 

what information Google can obtain about you. 

 

To begin, it’s helpful to know that there are two topics to deal with. The first is the amount of data 

Google collects about you, and the second is what Google does with that information. You probably 

realize Google doesn’t collect your data for no reason. They would say that they do it to enhance your 

Internet experience, like being able to suggest a restaurant you might like. That’s certainly part of it, but 

enhancing your experience makes them no money at all, so there must be more to it than that. 

 

It would be reasonable to assume that Google sells your data to the highest bidder, but they don’t. 

Instead, Google offers a tailored service to the people buying ad space. Let's say my company sells 

fishing supplies. Google can offer to place targeted ads for me, that are only shown on devices where 

someone has shown an interest in fishing in the past. Notice I said devices not people. Google actually 

disassociates your data from your personal identity as it's collected and processed. Instead, Google 

assigns you a unique advertising ID and Google keeps track of things that this ID searches for, listens to, 

gets directions for and purchases, all without storing data about you personally. 

 

If we believe Google when they say that they don’t share your data with anyone (after all, it’s spelled 

out in their privacy policy), then what’s to worry about? Maybe nothing, but if it bothers you to have 

everything you do online (or at least using Google services) cataloged, you can change what data Google 

collects about you. 

 

How To Find Your Google Activity Controls in Chrome 
You can control how much Google knows about you. Here’s how. 

 

1. Sign into your Google account, if you’re not already signed in. 

2. Go to your Google account settings. 

3. Click Data & Personalization. You'll find this in the menu on the left.  

4. Scroll down to Activity Controls. 

5. Click Manage Your Activity Controls. Toggle the various controls on or off. 

6. If you want to do this on an iOS or Android device, look here for instructions. 

 

https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://accounts.google.com/signin/v2/identifier?flowName=GlifWebSignIn&flowEntry=ServiceLogin
https://accounts.google.com/signin/v2/identifier?flowName=GlifWebSignIn&flowEntry=ServiceLogin
https://www.tomsguide.com/us/google-activity-settings-chrome,review-6569.html


 
 

Since the top two sections, labeled Web & App Activity and Location History, are the big ones, they are 

listed by themselves under Activity Controls (step 4 above), but they can also be accessed by clicking 

Manage your activity controls (step 5). 

 

Web & App Activity, which is—as you might guess from the name—everything you do on the web while 

signed into Google, and everything you do inside Google's apps. Click the Manage activity link under 

Web & App Activity to see the sort of detail Google is collecting about you. You'll see webpages you've 

visited, web searches you've run, and apps you've opened. Click on Filter by date & product at the top 

to see all the apps this tracking covers. Use the Change setting and Choose to delete automatically 

controls to modify what is being collected and to delete the records you choose. 

 



 
 

The second section, Location History, which largely gathers data from your phone, works a little 

differently. Again you can follow the Manage activity link to see and edit the data Google has stored, 

but in this case the records are shown on a map—you can see the little red dots marking places you've 

been to, and use the drop-down menus to the top left to look at a more specific range of dates. It’s 

important to note that you can be logged into Google on multiple devices (PC, phone, tablet, etc) and all 

the data collected from those devices is associated under a single unique advertising ID, so it’s easy for 

you to see your location history on your PC, when the PC never left the house. 

 

To erase this data from Google's records, click the trash can icon down in the lower right corner—this 

will appear whether you're viewing a single day or your entire location history. To wipe one individual 

place from the record, click the three dots beside it and choose Remove stop from day. 

 



YouTube History 
As the name suggests, your YouTube History includes the YouTube videos you watch and the things you 

search for. You can opt out of either or both of these by clicking the Change Setting option. You can also 

click the Choose to delete automatically link to have Google automatically delete your history after 18 

months, 3 months, or until you delete manually. 

 

People & Sharing 
In the People & sharing section, you can control what information you share with your contacts, 

including where you are located. Whether you have an Android or iOS device, you can now permanently 

share your location with another person and have them do the same for you. Before anyone can share 

their location, both people need to have a Google account and be in one another’s contact list. This will 

happen automatically if either of you have ever sent each other an email or Hangouts message. It’s not 

apparent from the People & Sharing controls, but in order to share your location, you have to add that 

person through the Google Maps app. Here’s how. 

 

 

 

https://support.google.com/maps/answer/7326816?co=GENIE.Platform%3DAndroid&hl=en


 

If you need assistance with anything discussed here, please call or email us. We are eager to help. 

 

Referrals 
TekResults owes much of our success to our loyal and enthusiastic clients. It’s those of you who tell your 

friends about us that keep our company growing, and we’d like to say thanks. Just telling someone 

about us is all it takes. Just let us know you dropped our name and we’ll drop a gift card in the mail for 

you to enjoy a great meal at a Dante’s restaurant. See… who said talk is cheap! 

 

The TekResults Team 

support@tekresults.com 

814-206-0000 Option 1 

 

To unsubscribe send an email to UnsubscribeNewsletter@tekresults.com with unsubscribe to 

Newsletter in the subject line or click here UnsubscribeNewsletter@tekresults.com 

 

Our Services and Products 
− IT problem solving 

− Office 365 sales and support 

− Business phone systems (Comcast, VoIPLy, Vonage, 
Fortinet) 

− Infrastructure design and implementation 

− Pre-Sales consulting 

− Capacity planning/ system design 

− Network cabling 

− Security compliance review HIPAA 

− Security compliance review PCI 

− System installations 

− System upgrades 

− System auditing / documentation 

− Desktop, laptop and monitor and other sales  

− Network administration  

− Network troubleshooting 

− Business consulting software testing and service 

− 3rd party software setup and support 

− Computer security solutions (including PGP, 
encrypted mail, secured transactions) 

− Custom application development 

− Legacy system migration and rewrites 

− System integration 

− Application integration 

− Network installation and integration 

− Training and staff development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dantesinc.com/locations/
mailto:support@tekresults.com
mailto:UnsubscribeNewsletter@tekresults.com
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